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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER II Theory Op Love I. Heavenly Love Heavenly love,
as conceived in the poetry of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, refers to two distinct experiences. By this
term the poets meant either the love known in the soul for the realities of the unseen world or the love which
God had shown to man in his creation and preservation, and which man could experience through the
indwelling of God s spirit within him. In the explanation of the nature of these two experiences the teaching of
Platonism played a very important part, directing the course of that love of man for heavenly things, and
accounting for the presence of love in the Godhead. To the discussion of the latter of these subjects Platonism
was able to o er two conceptions, in which a rational explanation of God s love as revealed in the creation
could be found; one presenting the highest reality as beauty, the other as the good. The first conception was
present in its theory of love. In the Sym-posium Plato had taught that love was a de-sire of birth in beauty, and
that the highest love was a desire of birth in beauty absolute, the ultimate principle of all beauty. ( Sym-posium,
206, 211-212.) Christianity, on the other hand, had taught that God is love. By identifying the absolute beauty of
Plato with God, and by applying the Platonic conception of the birth of love to this Christian conception of...
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