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European states in the last quarter of the 19th century, the partitioning of Africa may be seen as a way for the
Europeans to eliminate the threat of a Europe-wide war over Africa. The last 59 years of the nineteenth century
saw transition from informal imperialism of control through military influence and economic dominance to
that of direct rule. Attempts to mediate imperial competition, such as the Berlin Conference (1884 1885), failed
to establish definitively the competing powers' claims. Many African polities, states and rulers (such as the
Ashanti, the Abyssinians, the Moroccans and the Dervishes) sought to resist this wave of European aggression.
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successful). Also, unlike their European counterparts, African rulers, states and people did not at first form...
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